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= |In “Twenty-somethings Struggle to Find their Place
Churches,” researcher George Barna wrote that American
in their twenties are “significantly less likely than any other g
attend church..., to be absolutely committed to Christianity, or t@
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= Adds Barna: “The most striking reality of twenty-somethings’ fai
their relative absence from Christian churches. Only three out of 10 twenty
somethings (31%) attend church in a typical week, compared to more than
four out of 10 of those in their thirties (42%) and nearly half of all adults
ages 40 and older (49%).”

= Barna also noted that from “high school graduation to age 25 there is
a 42% drop in weekly church attendance and [an overall] 58% decline
from ages 18 to 29. That represents eight million twentysomethings alive
today who were active churchgoers as teenagers but who will no longer be
active in a church by their 30th birthday.”

= “The low level of twentysomething church attendance is not just due
to the ‘college years,” when many young adults may not have easy access
to a church,” adds Barna. “The research shows that church attendance bot-
toms out during the late twenties when the vast majority of students have
transitioned from education to the workforce. Just 22% of those ages 25
to 29 attended church in the last week.”

= According to Dr. Michael Lindsay, a consultant for religion and cul-
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ture with the Gallup Institute, only 52 percent of freshmen upon entering
college frequently attended religious services. By the time of their junior
year, only 29 percent frequently attended a religious service.

= Many college and twentysomethings feel “overlooked as potential
leaders.” Only 4% of those in their twenties are currently serving in a local
church—the lowest of any age group.

= According to “Crisis on the Campus” (Psychology Today, May 2002),
college students are extremely prone to serious depression, anxiety disor-
ders, suicidal tendencies and hospitalization due to crises or emotional
disorders. There are now more counseling centers established on college
campuses than ever before.

How should the church respond?
AWARENESS

The first step of reaching this next generation is to be aware of them.
Churches are usually good at reaching children and teens in effective ways:
hiring staff, doing various outreach programs, ministering in relevant ways.
But something happens when a person turns 18. They graduate from the
youth group, and the church rarely has a specific ministry for them.

The church can’t expect that when students graduate from high school
they’re automatically going to plug into the church because they’re “adults”
now. Rather, those who are between 18 and 25 face some of the toughest
and most life-altering decisions they’ll ever make—decisions like finding
purpose, finding a vocation, finding the right spouse, etc. The church needs
to provide a place for them and offer guidance during this formative time.
The 18- to 25-year-old group is indeed a specific “population segment.”
a group they have specific needs, speak a certain language, have similar
ests and many times a certain outlook on life.
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s creating an environment for college and early twentysome-
aistry | lead in Michigan is called NextGen Ministries.
once a month on Saturday nights (for Vintage) and

s on Sunday nights (for The Gathering). Vintage feels
es a live talk show where college students and twenty-
as their peers are interviewed. The Gathering is a
teaching, drama, video and other creative ele-
he Gathering exist to provide an environment
inect with God and connect to others.

aching this generation visit:

A ocrucinl horvest

in Christ in a world that

>0d will raise up Christian

e effective in reaching them.
elevance and authenticity,
thout ridicule and judg-
ing that varies from

on need to find Christ
e the place. @

ago, lllinois.

I - Fall 2005 17



