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It has been said, “Anything worthwhile has a cost involved.” The same can be said for sponsoring and planting of a new church!  There is a cost involved in birthing out of nothing a vibrant new church.  There are at least three participating parties that must be willing to count the cost when it comes to sponsoring a new church.  Who is it that must count the cost and pay the price towards starting a new vibrant ministry?  Well the church planter must pay the price, the sponsoring church must be willing to pay the price and finally the people who participate early in the new work must pay the price in order for a new church plant to become successful.  Let’s look at each of these:
The Peoples Price towards the Sponsoring of a New Church

The people who participate early in the new work must pay the price in order for a new church plant to become successful. I have always referred to this as those people who are the first of the faithful.  They are the ones who do five things within the new church.  They tithe - they must be willing to provide dollars for growth! They tarry – those within the new work must display a commitment to hang around the new work and not flight the first time it gets a little hard. There is a willingness to follow a leader.  They teach – these people make the contribution to personally prepare them so that they might teach others. Then they train – they must be willing to give time and energy to help with growth. Lastly, they tell – nothing is going to happen in a new work without a clear message of evangelism and a consistent effort to present the gospel to individuals within the community they wish to reach for Christ.

These first faithful four are simply those four nuclei families that begin the work of a mission Bible study church with the intent of developing it into a fully constituted church as a result of anticipated growth and expansion. These faithful four families have some transitions as well as liabilities. Their limitations are clear. They are, even in a mass of strength, quite weak. Four families united together are still unable to function like a 25 or 35 participant church. Their liabilities are consuming as well. If any one member of this group becomes pre-occupied with their own spiritual self-interest, a full twenty-five percent could be affected. So, when one looks at the Faithful Four families, there is a limitation and a liability of about sixteen, but there is also a value in these sixteen! These four families have a value that can be understood by their tenants of faithfulness. There are five of these tenants.

Tarrying
The first tenant of faithfulness in this little church plant is that of tarrying. The first ingredient needed in this first level of church development is the willingness to tarry. It is the spiritual ability to remain under a charge to birth a new mark for the glory of God! Remaining is a quality that needs to be emphasized in any new work.

Tithing
The second tenant of faithfulness in a church plant is tithing. For the new work to be successful these four families must understand the crucial importance of this tenant. If even one family is unfaithful in this step, the whole church start is in danger of failing. God expects each of us to tithe and the infant church has little room in this area for disobedience.

Teaching
The third tenant of faithfulness in the planting of a church is teaching. The very day that new church plant is born out of prayer, these faithful four families must be willing to participate in the teaching aspect for growth. The Bible is the only way for the Church to grow and they must be willing to proclaim it.

Telling
The fourth area that the faithful four families must practice is that of telling. Dr. Larry Lewis, former President of the Home Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention reminds us that "Jesus' last words called His disciples to their first priority, being witnesses for Him." For the church to survive in today's world, we must be excited about personally witnessing for Christ! Much of the Christian church finds itself impotent and powerless today. It hesitates, debates, and, for the largest part, declines. Yet, the lost world rushes on toward eternal damnation. Jesus Christ commanded His disciples when He said, "But ye shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: And ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth." Christ Jesus' early followers accepted His command and challenge, and the known world was turned upside down. It can and still does happen today. The faithful four families must understand that there are millions of lost souls waiting for someone with the answer to tell then about Jesus Christ.

Train
The fifth and last tenant of faithfulness in the faithful four of a church plant is train. It is not enough to tarry. It is not enough to simply tithe. It is not enough to teach. It is not even enough to tell someone about Jesus if we are going to stop there. We must for the furtherance of the kingdom of God train these dear ones in the things of Christ! We must make disciples out of each and every one.

These are the five tenants of the faithful four families in church planting. It must be stated clearly that the faithful people who begin in the new work must be willing to work hard at drawing others into the new work!  They must be willing to be willing to stick it out.  The growth attitude of the church affects the church climate. The people within church must have a positive spirit in order to grow. The people within the new church must often be willing to depart from tradition. The people within the new church must be willing to exercise faith. The people within the new church must be willing to change. A growing new church experiences new persons, new ideas, new methods, and new needs. Change is painful because the familiar is more comfortable. The people within the new church must want to grow numerically. Growth requires energy! To remain the same requires nothing. Being part of a brand new church is a worthy endeavor! Remember, anything worthwhile has a cost involved. 

Jesus paid the first price through His suffering and death on the cross.

Faithful church planting never comes without a cost.  Whatever the cost, reaching and finding lost men and women must be seen as the will of the Lord for His church. The reward will come in the Lord’s lexis.  “Well done, thou good and faithful servant.

